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U.S. warns of small
airplaneterror threats

-5/
By Eileen Sullivan
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The FBI and Homeland
Security have issued a nationwide warning about
al-Qaida threats to small airplanes, just days be-
fore the anniversary of the 2001 terrorist attacks.

Authorities say there is no specific or credible
terrorist threat for the 10-year anniversary of the
attacks on the World Trade Center and Pentag-
on. But they have stepped up national security a
precaution.

According to a five-page law enforcement bul-
letin igsued Friday, as recently as early this year,
al-Qaida was considering ways to attack air-
planes.

The alert, issued ahead of the summer’s last
busy travel weekend, said terrorists have consid-
ered renting private planes and loading them
with explosives.

“Al-Qaida and its affiliates have maintained an
interest in obtaining aviation training, particu-
larly on small aircraft, and in recruiting Western
individuals for training in Europe or the United
States, although we do not have current, credible .
information or intelligence of an imminent at-
tack being planned,” according to the bulletin ob-
tained by The Associated Press.

The bulletin also says al-Qaida would like to
use sympathetic Westerners to get flight training,
then get them to become flight instructors.

Matthew Chandler, a spokesman for the De-
partment of Homeland Security, described the’
bulletin as routine. :

“We shared this information with our partners
to highlight the need for continued awareness
and vigilance,” he said.

Aviation security is much tighter than it was a
decade ago, but al-Qaida remains keenly interest-
‘ed in launching attacks on airplanes, believing
large attacks with high body counts are more
likely to grab headlines. ,

Threats to small airplanes are nothing new.
After the 2001 attacks, the government ground-
ed thousands of crop dusters amid fears the
planes could be used in an attack.

In 2002, U.S. officials said they uncovered an
a-Qaida plot to fly a small plane into a U.S. war-
ship in the Gulf. And in 2003; U.S. officials un-
covered an al-Qaida plot to crash an explosives- -
laden small aircraft into the American consulate
in Karachi, Pakistan.




Plane sighted
near Limerick
nuke plant .

By Evan Brandt
ebrandt@pottsmerc.com

LIMERICK — The sight of a large air-
craft flying repeatedly through the area
had phones ringing at area airports and
The Mercury mid-day Tuesday.

According to Philadelphia Airport Air
Traffic Control, the flight was for a “fu-
neral fly-by” of a “high-ranking military
officer” who was buried Tuesday in Holy
Cross Cemetery.

* The nearest Holy Cross Cemetery
identified by The Mercury is in Penns-
burg.

The phones at both Pottstown Munici-
pal and Pottstown-Limerick Airport
were ringing and those answering the
phone knew immediately why people
were calling.

Theories varied from practice for the
Atlantic City Air Show to military train-
ing.

“They’re flying some sort of pattern,
but it’s definitely a B-52,” said Joe Judge,
who answered the phone, not for the first
time, at TNT Air Inc. at the Pottstown
. Municipal Airport. !

“It’s pretty interesting and it sure got
people’s attention,” he said.

It also got the attention of the folks at
Exelon Nuclear’s Limerick Generating
Station.

Joseph Szafran, a spokesman for the
plant, said security personnel contacted
air traffic control as well and determined
the plane “had nothing to do with us and
did not pose a risk.”

_'\Wfdriesday, August 17, 2011 ¢ Pottstown PA.

John Strickler/The Mercury
A low-flying jet was seen over the Pottstown and Limerick area and
circled several times, pictured here with the Exelon Nuclear Power
station cooling towers in the foreground.




5 Arrested Under Terror Law Near British
Nuclear Plant

By the CNN Wire Staff
May 3, 2011 10:49 a.m. EDT

The arrests r ade near the Sllafield nuclear fcility inetumbria, here phtographed in pril 2007. '

STORY HIGHLIGHTS

NEW: Police search homes in east London after the arrests
Authorities are not aware of a link to Osama bin Laden, they say
The five men are in their 20s and from London

The vehicle was stopped by the Civil Nuclear Constabulary

RELATED TOPICS
Terrorism
Nuclear Energy

London (CNN) -- British police arrested five men on suspicion of terrorism near a nuclear power
plant in northeastern England, they announced Tuesday.

The men, all in their 20s and from London, were arrested Monday close to the Sellafield nuclear
facility after police officers from the Civil Nuclear Constabulary conducted a "stop check" on their
vehicle, Cumbria Constabulary said. Cumbria Constabulary officers arrested the men.

GETTY'IMAGES!



NRCissues finding

on Limerick plant

security measures

By Evan Brandt
ebrandt@potismerc.com

LIMERICK — The Nuclear Regulatory
Commission has issued a minor finding to
Exelon Nuclear’s Limerick Generating
Station as it relates to the plant’s security
measures.

However, because of strict regulations

about revealing the nature of security

measures at nuclear power plants, neither

. the NRC nor Exelon is permitted to reveal

the nature of the finding because of what it
might reveal about security there.

According to a Sept. 30 letter issued by
the NRC, the “greater than green” finding
is one that is “preliminarily determined to
be greater than very low security signifi-
cance.”

The NRC issues findings by color code
for safety issues with white being the least
significant and red being the most signifi-

“cant.

However the “greater than green” find-
ing seems to be limited to security issues
according to a review of NRC guidelines.
Both Limerick spokesman Joseph Sza-
fran and the NRC indicated that the undis-

. closed security problem was immediately
resolved.
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of NRC’s division of reactor safe-
ty, wrote in the Sept. 30 letter.

“The plant was in compliance
with applicable physical protec-
tion and security requirements
within the scope of this inspec-

tion before the team departed the .

site,” Darrell J. Roberts, director

According to NRC procedure,
Exelon has 30 days to appéal the
finding before a “final signifi-
cance decision” about the matter
is made, however Szafran said Ex-

IRC issues finding on Limerick plant securlfy
[0-%-10

elon will not contest the finding.
The NRC letter indicates that
final decision “may be cons1dered
for escalated enforcetnent ac-
tion.”
Szafran said the mspectlon was
completed in August.
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' public - phone  on

Bomb scare
at power plant

By ERIK SCHWARTZ
Mercury Staff Writer

LIMERICK — An extensive eight-hour search of the

Limerick Generating Station failed to turn up anything suspi-
- cious Thursday after someone called 911 claiming an explo-
sive device had been placed at the nuclear plant..

- Borab-sniffing dogs, along with a team of local, county and
federal authorities and corpmate security staff took part in .
the search.

“The “unusual evént” ended at 11:24 a. after the entire
plant property and building were combed ” said Michael
Wood, spokesman for
PECO Energy Co. “We An'individual called in the

iﬁif;f;gggyt;lgg;fmg bomb threat from a public

be accessed and feel phone on Shoemaker

- confident the threat no Road ‘in Pottstown jUSt
longer was credible.”

Ax individusl dalled 1 -STIET 2:30 a.m. Thursday, '
the bomb threat from 2 police said.

Shoemaker Road i

Pottstown just after 2:30 a.m. Thursday, pohce sa1d

. Officers began searching the site by 3:35 a.m. as PECO
declared an “unusual event” at the plant — the lowest of four
emergency classifications of U.S. nuclear power plants. It is
defined as an event that does not immediately affect the
plant or public safety.

No evacuations were ordered at the plant or around the -
area, authorities said. '

Workers who had.gathered at the facility’s training center,
returned to normal schedules by 11:30 a.m., VVood said.
Limerick Unit 1 continued to operate at full powm and Unit
2 was turned off due to maintenance work this week, Wood
said.

Limerick Township police were joined by FBI agents from -
Philadelphia, the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Department

(See BOMB SCARE on A4)
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Sleeping guards at

nuclear plants raise
‘serious questions

A “sleeping guard problem” has reared its ugly
head. - - ) ' e
On July 26, Exelon Nuclear, which owns and oper-
ates the Limerick Generating Station, announced a

‘guatd had. been relieved of duty after she had beén

found to be “inattentive” the day before.
* Exelon' spokeswoman Beth Rapczynski confirmed

the guard had been found sleeping and said later that ;
the guard is no longer in the employ of Wackenhut, :

- which conducted the investigation of the incident and
disciplined the guard. '

Wackenhut is a Palm Beach Gardens, Fla--based

security company with a division that specializes in
nuclear power plant security and provides security at
30 plants across the nation, including all of Exelon’s
nuclear plants. .

According to stories in The Patriot-News of
Harrisburg, a total of five incidents of employees sleep-
ing, including a supetrvisor in the control room, were .
investigated at Three Mile Island during a two-year peri-
od. Wackenhut is theé security provider at ™I, as well. :
In each case, ds occurred at Limerick, the sleeping per-

sonnel were reported by other workers at the plant.

In January of this year, Thé Patriot-News reported

that an Oct. 17, 2005, memo sent to security supervi-
. sors from Wackenhut’s head of security at Three Mile
Island complained that veteran guards at the plant
, were “informing new hires of all the locations that
they cah hide and catch a quick nap.” '

The newspaper also reported that sources had said

the “inattentiveness could be linked to two factors —
long hours and boredom.”

Seventy-eight Workers at Three Mile Island filed a

federal lawsuit against Wackenhut in J anuary, alleging -
that for more than two years, the company had failed -

to pay them for overtime and other time owed them.
By the end of February, the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission had begun an investigation into the sleep-
Ing incidents at Three Mile Island, but in March, NRC

officials réfused to release the results, citing the need

10 protect security procedures.

A national watchdog group, the Project for

Government Oversight, tecently told the Nuclear |

Regulatory Commission that new work rules for |
nuclear plant security guards being considered by the
NRC are worrisome. It warned that the NRC’s con-
sideration of using calculations of “group hours” as a
way of monitoring how long guards work and allowing

“them to “self declare that they are too fatigued to i

WoTk ¢otild Tead to problesiisr = = e

-+ The group $aid it ‘had found examples of guards
_Who-declare themselves too tired to work being fired,

thus discouraging guards from pulling themselves

from’ duty when they are.

Also, allowing “group hours” could lead to nuciéar

plant eperators being “able to fudge how many armed

security officers they have on shift by sneaking the
unarmed officers, trainers and, in some cases, clerical
and managerial staff into-the group with the armed

responders.”

The Project on Government Oversight aiso
informed ‘the NRC that its investigation at Beaver !

Valley Nuclear Plant in Pennsylvania indicated a “high.
percentage” of security officers “worked between 60
and 72 hours per'week.” - .

‘ sleeping guard was “an isolated incident.”

Troubling is the fact that the umbrella of security
concerns keeps the results of the TMI investigation

2 =

from being disclosed.

At Limerick, Rapczynski said the discovery of the - .

Of greater security concern must be the question of -

how many hours guards are being required to work.
What is the training and what are the procedures for

guards to use to remain alert and capable of detecting.

and handling a threatened breach of security?

Since 2001, the public has been assured time and

again that security measures have been heightened
and that precautions against breaches of security are
in place at the nation’s nuclear plants. But because of
security, the public is not privy to the details.

In the name of security, instead of in spite of it,
somé answers are needed.



